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To: Candidates seeking the Republican Nomination for U.S. Senate

SUBJ: ENDORSEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE

Bearing Drift Magazine specializes in providing a predominantly conservative audience
insightful, timely, credible, and provocative news and commentary about politics and

government policy affecting Virginia voters.

As the 2012 Republican nomination for U.S. Senate is of great interest to our readers, we are
offering each candidate seeking the nomination the opportunity to respond to a series of
questions that will appear unedited on our web site. The responses will also inform our

decision as to who to endorse for the nomination.

The candidate who becomes the Republican nominee faces a serious challenge from former
Virginia Gov. Tim Kaine. Bearing Drift is interested in supporting the most qualified person to
take on Kaine and, once elected, to fight for conservative values in Washington, DC on behalf of

the citizens of the commonwealth.

We take our endorsement seriously — as do the thousands of Virginia conservative voters who
read our website and listen to our weekly syndicated radio program and podcasts.

Thank you for your dedication to our country by offering yourselves as a candidate for this
incredibly important position at a crucial time in our country’s history. And, thank you in
advance for taking the time to respond to our questions.

JiR. Hoeft
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PLEASE RESPOND ELECTRONICALLY NO LATER THAN MAY 25
Endorsement Questionnaire

1. Why will you make a better U.S. Senator than Tim Kaine?

I can hardly wait to compare our records and visions for the future. Tim Kaine and I have

very different records and very different visions.

When I was Governor, even with the Democrats in control of the General Assembly, we
successfully advanced our pro-jobs growth agenda and enacted landmark reforms in public
safety, education, and welfare that made Virginia a safer and more prosperous place to live,

learn, work and raise our families.

We cut taxes by over $600 million; Tim Kaine proposed over $4 billion in tax increases when
he was Governor. We froze college tuition; under Tim Kaine, tuition increased over 30
percent. Our policies and efforts helped Virginia create more than 300,000 net new jobs
during my four years as Governor; there were over 100,000 fewer jobs for Virginians at the end
of Tim Kaine’s four years as Governor. And while I was working up until my last day in office
sending the message that Virginia is “Open for Business” and attracting more jobs and
investment, Tim Kaine was closing Rest Areas and advocating for tax increases while his last
year was spent traveling the country as President Obama’s hand-picked partisan party

chairman.

We've seen what Tim Kaine’s vision means for the country. He’s been the top cheerleader
for the Obama agenda -- the failed stimulus, job-killing regulations, counterproductive
energy policies, and a government takeover of healthcare. And what has been the result?
Massive increases in federal spending, federal debt nearing $16 trillion, an ongoing lack of

jobs with unemployment over 8 percent for three years and underemployment at 18 percent.

I envision a better future than what we are during these days. I have put forward a positive
Blueprint for America’s Comeback — a pro-growth plan of action based on our foundational

principles of freedom, individual responsibility, and equal opportunity for all. It focuses on
positive tax, reasonable regulatory, and empowering education policies and unleashing our

plentiful energy resources from Virginia’s coalfields to off our coast and throughout America
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which would send a message to the world that America Is Open for Business!; and reining in

the over-spending, over-reaching government in Washington.

Meanwhile Tim Kaine is for the Cap and Trade energy tax scheme which is now being
implemented by regulation by EPA, opposes the Keystone Pipeline, and has vascillating
positions on production of oil and gas off Virginia’s Coast. I really do look forward to

comparing our ideas, vision and reforms for a more prosperous American future.

2. CISPA (Cyber Intelligence Sharing and Protection Act) has received bipartisan support —

and opposition. Do you support or oppose this measure? Please explain your position.

Cybersecurity is an important national security concern. Whether in response to
physical or cyber attacks, the ability to share information quickly is vitally important. As
our reliance on technology and the Internet have grown, our vulnerability to attacks on
the nation’s critical infrastructure and networked systems has also grown exponentially.
The cyber threats in our nation are significant, and are unfortunately only becoming
more complicated and sophisticated as time goes on. I am generally supportive of the
purpose and goals of the Cyber Intelligence Sharing and Protection Act. However, I
would want to see more iron-clad protections of individual American’s privacy from
potential excessive governmental intrusions. I do not like leaving it to unelected
government bureaucrats to proscribe their own scope of action and regulation of
business. These key issues must be resolved by elected representatives of the people. It
is my sense that the reasonable concerns of some opponents can and will be addressed
with clear amendments to this legislation.

3. If elected to the United States Senate, which committees would you seek to serve on and
why?

Armed Services — First, a top Constitutionally enumerated responsibility of the
federal government is national defense and national security, and the threats to
our country today are very real and dangerous. It is the Armed Services
Committee that is responsible for ensuring that our country is prepared and our
troops equipped and trained to fight our nation’s wars and protect our Freedom.
I want to be on the front lines to guide defense policy and fight against
dangerous and unwise cuts that would risk our troops’ safety as well as our
nation’s security. Second, Virginians needs to have our voice heard on this key
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committee. Our Commonwealth is home both to many strategic bases and
defense facilities, as well as to many small to large agile, private companies that
provide quality services to our military and whose capabilities converge with
today’s pressing national security challenges, including cybersecurity, missile
defense, UAVs, modeling and simulation, and keeping our sea lanes open for
commerce.

Energy and Natural Resources — One of my top priorities for Virginians and all
Americans is to reverse the counterproductive energy policies that are locking up
our plentiful American energy resources from Virginia to the barren North Slope
of Alaska and keeping us vulnerable to foreign sources of oil. Through this
committee, I will be in a position to help Virginians from the coalfields to off our
coast are ready, willing and able to provide the energy to power our country,
and to put in place common-sense energy policies that will improve the
competitiveness of our American economy, create jobs, ensure a reliable,
affordable supply of fuel, food and electricity for our families and businesses,
enhance our security, generate new revenues for the government without raising
taxes, and keep our money here in the U.S.A.

Commerce, Science and Transportation —This committee is responsible for laying
the foundation for our nation’s economic competitiveness— from our physical
transportation infrastructure to the information superhighway. It is an
important committee for Virginia’s strong technology, biotech, and aerospace
industries and for helping keep America the World Capital of Innovation, which
I worked on as Governor and as U.S. Senator (as chairman of the High Tech Task
Force, keeping the Internet free from access taxes, nanotechnology, the Minority
Serving Institutions Technology Opportunity Act, the Education Opportunity
Tax Credit, and Cybersecurity).

4. A number of candidates have expressed a desire to amend the Constitution in a variety
of ways. Do you believe the U.S. Constitution needs amending? If so, in what ways?
Do you favor a constitutional convention?

Yes, there are several constitutional amendments I have -sponsored in the past and
would support in the future, including the Federal Marriage Amendment.
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I will again introduce a Balanced Budget Amendment that would prevent Congress
from spending more than it takes in, with provisions for taxpayer protection to limit
taxes and spending and line-item veto authority to accord the President the same tool I
used as Governor to cut out the wasteful spending that drives up our annual deficits. I
have fought for this reform since my days in the House of Representatives where we got
my Balanced Budget/Line-Item Veto Amendment to the floor for a vote. Washington
has demonstrated time and again that it is incapable of policing itself when it comes to
spending our taxpayer dollars; binding Congress through the Constitution will finally
and permanently bring responsible priorities to governance in Washington.

From Thomas Jefferson to Ronald Reagan, Presidents have advocated for a Balanced
Budget Amendment. I am hopeful that the people will give the upcoming Congress a
clear mandate to change the way Washington conducts business, and that we will finally
have enough allies in the House and Senate to send this crucial Amendment to the States
for ratification. I am confident that if such an amendment were proposed to the States, it
would be quickly ratified. Forty-nine States already operate with balanced budget
requirements. Better than a constitutional convention is allowing States to initiate
Amendments to the Constitution.

Do you believe the current balance between state and federal responsibilities is
appropriate? If not, how would you correct the balance?

Our federalist system is badly in need of rebalancing. Too often, especially in the past
three years, Congress has abdicated its responsibility to check encroachments by the
unelected, unaccountable bureaucracies of the Executive Branch. The REINS Act would
begin to correct this irresponsible behavior. At the same time, we need to strengthen the
other essential balance in our federalist system — the States. As Governor, I helped lead
a national coalition of States on a Federalism Initiative to restore this foundational
balance.

Perhaps we were ahead of our time with our proposals to rebalance our federal system
and reinvigorate the 10th Amendment with what we called the “States” Initiative” and
“States” Veto” (currently known as the Madison Amendment and the Repeal
Amendment). But today, the necessity is clear. We must act to restore a working set of
checks and balances and renew the Framers” vision — which is exactly what these
amendments do by providing the States a direct means of amending the Constitution
without a constitutional convention and of repealing objectionable federal legislation or
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regulations. Most importantly, we need people in Washington who represent the rights
and prerogatives of the people in the States to govern themselves. Ilook at the States as
“laboratories of innovation.”

Are you committed to balancing the federal budget and paying down the national debt?
If so, explain your plan to accomplish this goal and how you would go about gaining the

political support to see your plan enacted into law.

Yes, I am committed to balancing the federal budget and paying down the national debt
by putting an end to the reckless, irresponsible Washington spending that has made
trillion dollar annual deficits the norm. Our current path is dangerous and
unsustainable; it will endanger our children’s future and their ability to achieve the
American Dream. That is why I have taken the “Cut, Cap, and Balance” pledge, which
combines iron-clad spending cuts and caps with long-term solutions including the
Balanced Budget Amendment. My Blueprint for America’s Comeback lays out some of
strategies that I will pursue to rein in federal spending, and I look forward to working
with like-minded Senators such as Tom Coburn to root out duplication and waste and

make sure that every dollar in taxpayer funds is spent as efficiently as possible.

At the same time, we must reinvigorate the entrepreneurial spirit of America with pro-
jobs growth economic, regulatory, energy and education policies that make our country
more competitive and conducive for investment and jobs. I am the only candidate who
has a proven record of bringing jobs to Virginia with 300,000 net new private-sector jobs
created during my service as Governor. When we get America’s economy growing and
creating jobs again, more people will be earning income and we will have more
profitable businesses, all of which helps expand the revenue side of the equation.
Moreover, by unleashing the plentiful energy resources we have under our land and
water, the federal government could receive over one trillion dollars in revenues from
lease sales and royalties, without raising taxes. Accomplishing these reforms won’t be
easy, but I know from experience what it takes to bring people together, working with a
legislature controlled by Democrats when I was Governor and in the Senate finding
allies on the other side for my initiatives — for example, keeping federal, State and local

taxes off Internet access.
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It has been more than three years since the U.S. Senate passed a formal budget through
regular order. Do you support reform of the Congressional budget process? If so, how

would you go about reforming the process?

Passing a budget is a basic and fundamental responsibility of any business and
legislative body, along with the Executive. Americans are rightfully outraged that for
three years the U.S. Senate has failed to meet this responsibility. In that time
Washington has added $5.1 trillion to the national debt, punted on nearly every effort to
restrain spending and the credit rating of the United States has been downgraded for the
first time in history. It is time for responsible reform of the budget process to ensure

accountability.

I have long advocated for and sponsored what I call the Paycheck Penalty Act to
withhold the pay of Members of Congress if they fail to complete annual budget
appropriations on time. Virginia businesses know that if they don’t get their job done,
they don’t get paid. Congress ought to abide by the same basic rules.

Please describe one piece of legislation you will champion during your term in office if
elected.

If I am hired on to serve Virginia in the United States Senate, in addition to previously
discussed legislation, one of the bills I will introduce on my first day is legislation to
allow Virginia to produce natural gas and oil off our coast, and to share 37.5% of the
royalties with Virginia, which I would use for roads and transportation. This was the
arrangement made available to, Gulf Coast States under legislation adopted in 2006;
Virginia should have the same option. This would not only increase Virginia-American
energy, it could create around 2,000 jobs and, with revenue sharing similar to the Gulf
Coast states, could bring in $250 million annually in royalties and other revenue for
Virginia. Virginia was ready to move forward with oil and gas production when the
Obama Administration cancelled the lease sales scheduled for 2011, and has pushed
them back to 2018 at the earliest.

Do you support reform of the Senate rules, specifically to end filibusters and the ability
of individual Senators to place holds on nominees?
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For 214 years the tradition and practice in the Senate was that when a President
nominated a particular person for a judicial vacancy, the Judiciary Committee would
examine that individual very closely, as to their scholarship, their temperament, their
judicial philosophy, and ultimately if they passed muster, that person would come to the
Senate floor.

That changed during my time in the Senate, when those on the other side decided that a
minority of only 41 Senators should be able to deny a well-qualified nominee the
fairness and the due process of an up-or-down vote on the Senate floor. The same
injustice was inflicted upon John Bolton, who was an outstanding Ambassador to the
U.N.

I believe Senators should vote on nominations and not hide behind partisan political
processes to deny a nominee the fairness, the decency, and the due process of an up or
down vote on the Senate floor.

If elected, you will likely have to vote on confirming a nominee to the U.S. Supreme
Court. What are you looking for in a potential Supreme Court justice?

The confirmation of judicial appointments to the U.S. Supreme Court and other federal
courts is one of the very most important decisions made by a U.S. Senator, and one that
will have a long-lasting impact on Virginia families, individuals and businesses, as well
as our freedom, opportunity and sovereignty.

As a Senator, I would confirm judges who are committed to the rule of law and
understand the proper, restrained role of a judge in a representative democracy, which
is that judges ought to apply the law and the Constitution, not invent the law, impose
their own political biases, or amend the Constitution or Bill of Rights by judicial decree.
I would vote against confirmation of nominees who believe in deciding domestic cases
based upon international laws or other laws not enacted by Americans’ elected
representatives in our States or the U.S. Congress.



